
ST. Mark’s RE Progression Map – revised June 2022 

We will be following the “Understanding Christianity” units of work alongside the study of religions and world views as set out by the North 

Somerset agreed syllabus, “Awareness Mystery and Value.” We will also use the Methodist lesson resources published with RE Today.  

 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Reception ELG: people and communities 

Listening and attention 

Why do Christians perform nativity plays at 

Christmas? (UC Incarnation unit) 

ELG: understanding 

Managing feelings 

and behaviour 

Why do Christians put 

a cross in an Easter 

garden? (UC Salvation 

Unit) 

ELG: people and 

communities 

Being imaginative 

Stories from different 

faiths 

ELG: people and 

communities 

Being imaginative 

 

How can three be one? 

ELG: understanding the 

world 

Why is the word God so 

important to Christians? 

(UC unit) 

Year 1 Who made the world? 

(UC Creation unit) 

 

 

Story : Genesis 1: 1-2: 3 

 

WALT say what the story 

tells Christians about 

God 

 

WALT say how Christians 

say thank you for 

creation. 

 

Why does Christmas 

matter to Christians?(UC 

Incarnation unit) 

 

 

Story: 

The nativity story 

 

WALT  listen to the story 

and say why Jesus is 

important to Christians 

 

WALT see how the story 

affects Christians actions 

at Christmas 

 

Why are some stories 

special? (AMV) 

(this unit should give an 

opportunity to look at some 

Hindu stories as well as 

Christian ones.) 

GT – C and F 

What stories and books 

are special to me and 

my family? 

What stories and books 

are special to people 

within religions and 

beliefs and how are 

they used? 

What do some stories 

and books say about how 

people should live? 

 

Why does Easter matter 

to Christians? 

(UC Salvation unit) 

 

WALT recognise that 

salvation is part of the 

big picture of the bible. 

 

WALT understand 

how Christians show 

their beliefs about Jesus’ 

death and resurrection 

in church worship at 

Easter 

 

Why are some places 

special? (AMV) 

(this unit should give an 

opportunity to look at a Hindu 

temple and visit a church.) 

GT – C and D 

What places are special to 

me? Why? 

 

What places are special to 

people of religious 

beliefs? 

 

What do these special 

buildings look like and 

how are they used? What 

do they tell us about the 

people who worship 

there? 

 

What do Christians believe 

God is like?(UC God unit) 

 

Story: The lost son 

WALT understand what a 

parable is. 

WALT understand what the 

story means 

WALT understand how 

Christians say sorry 

 

 

Skills • recall features of religious, spiritual and moral stories  • recognise and name features of religions and beliefs • identify what they find interesting 

and puzzling in life • recognise symbols and other forms of religious expression 

Year 2 What is the good news 

that Jesus brings?(UC 

Gospel Unit) 

Story -Jesus chooses 

Which festivals use light 

as a symbol? 

 

WAL about Hanukah, 

How do we celebrate 

our journey through 

life? (AMV) 

(Judaism – compare to 

Why does Easter matter 

to Christians? 

 

(UC Digging Deeper 

Belonging Together 

(Methodist) 

 

What does it matter to be 

How should we live our 

lives? (AMV) 

Jewish and  Christian 

GT -  A and F 



ST. Mark’s RE Progression Map – revised June 2022 

We will be following the “Understanding Christianity” units of work alongside the study of religions and world views as set out by the North 

Somerset agreed syllabus, “Awareness Mystery and Value.” We will also use the Methodist lesson resources published with RE Today.  

 

Matthew 

WALT  understand the 

meaning of a bible story 

 

WALT identify what 

Christians believe about 

forgiveness and peace 

and how they put this 

into practice. 

 

Diwali and advent (this 

unit will introduce 

Judaism) 

GT – A and C 

 

Why does Christmas 

matter to Christians? 

(UC Digging Deeper 

Incarnation Unit) 

 

WALT Think, talk and ask 

questions about the 

Christmas story and the 

lessons we might learn 

from it: for example, 

about being kind and 

generous 

 

Christianity) 

GT - C and E 

How do people celebrate 

the important events in 

their lives? (Birth, 

naming ceremonies, 

coming of age, joining a 

group, marriage, death) 

 

How do members of a 

religious faith celebrate 

these milestones in the 

journey of life? 

 

What artefacts, symbols 

and ceremonies are used 

at significant times? 

Why are some times in 

life significant or 

special? 

 

Salvation unit) 

WALT Tell stories of Holy 

Week and Easter and 

make a link with the 

idea of Salvation (Jesus 

rescuing people). 

 

WALT Think, talk and ask 

questions about whether 

the text has something to 

say to us (for example, 

about whether 

forgiveness is important). 

 

part of a community? 

 

Who am I? 

 

How do I belong together 

and belong with others? 

 

What objects and beliefs 

are a sign of belonging? 

 

How does what I do affect 

other people? 

What rules and codes of 

behaviour help me know 

what to do? 

What values are important 

to me, and how can I show 

them in how I live?? 

How do some stories from 

religions and beliefs and the 

example set by some people 

show me what to do? 

 

Skills • retell religious, spiritual and moral stories • identify how religion and belief is expressed in different ways • identify similarities and differences in features of 

religions and beliefs are common to many religions • recognise that some questions about life are difficult to answer • ask questions about their own and others’ feelings 

and experiences 

 

Year 3 What do Christians learn 

from the creation story? 

(UC – Creation and Fall 

unit) 

 

WALT Make clear links 

between Genesis 1 and 

what Christians believe 

about God and Creation. 

 

WALT Describe what 

How might we live and 

who can inspire 

us? (AMV) 

GT – B and F 

What positive examples 

have people given that 

show us how to live? 

 

What values and 

commitments have 

inspired or been taught 

by founders of faiths or 

What is the Trinity? 

(UC – Incarnation Unit) 

WALT offer suggestions 

about what texts about 

baptism and Trinity 

might mean 

 

WALT give examples of 

what these texts mean 

to some Christians today 

 

What does it mean to 

belong to a religion? 

Hinduism. (AMV) 

GT – BD and E 

How might Hindus best 

show their commitment 

to their faith? 

 

How do members of this 

faith celebrate and live 

out their beliefs in: the 

What is it like to follow 

God? (UC – People of God 

Unit) 

Story: Genesis 6:5–9:17 

WALT: make clear links 

between the story of 

Noah and the idea of 

covenant. 

 

WALT: Make simple links 

between promises in the 

How do we make moral 

choices? (AMV) 

How do we know right from 

wrong? 

GT - A and F 

 

What are moral questions? 

 

What are the consequences 

of the moral choices we 

make? 
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Christians do because 

they believe God is 

Creator. (For example, 

follow God, wonder at 

how amazing God’s 

creation is; care for the 

earth in some specific 

ways.) 

communities, leaders, 

believers and specific 

communities? 

 

Methodist  - All We Can 

– Christmas ideas ( 

Methodist schools.org) 

How can we prepare for 

Christmas with others in 

mind? 

WALT describe how 

Christians show their 

beliefs about God the 

Trinity in worship (in 

baptism and prayer, for 

example) and in the 

way they live. 

journey of life? Their 

main festivals and 

practices? Their faith 

communities? The wider 

world? 

 

Within the different 

groups of this faith what 

are the most important 

similarities and key 

differences? Why do 

they differ? How do 

they seek to work 

together? 

 

story of Noah and 

promises that Christians 

make at a wedding 

ceremony. 

 

WALT: Make links 

between the story of 

Noah and how we live in 

school and the wider 

world. 

What people and 

organisations help in making 

moral choices? 

 

What are the most important 

moral values and teachings? 

 

How do we decide what is 

right and wrong? 

 

Skills make links between beliefs, stories and practices • identify the impacts of beliefs and practices on people’s lives  • identify similarities and differences between religions 

and beliefs  • investigate and connect features of religions and beliefs • ask significant questions about religions and beliefs • describe and suggest meanings for symbols 

and other forms of religious expression. 

 

Year 4 
What Kind of World Did 

Jesus Want? (UC – Gospel 

Unit) 

 

WALT make links between 

the calling of the first 

disciples and how Christians 

today try to follow Jesus. 

  

WALT Give examples of how 

Christians try to show love 

to all, including how 

members of the clergy 

follow Jesus’ teaching. 

 

WALT Make links between 

the Bible stories studied and 

the importance of love, and 

life in the world today, 

expressing some ideas of 

What does it mean to belong 

to a religion? Judaism 

(AMV) 

GT  - B and D 

How might Jewish people 

best show their commitment 

to their faith? 

 

How do members of this 

faith celebrate and live out 

their beliefs in: 

• the journey of 

life? 

• their main 

festivals and 

practices? 

• their faith 

communities? 

Why are some journeys and 

places special? 

(Christians/Jews/Islam) 

(AMV) 

GT - C and E 

 

Why do people believe that 

some places are special? 

 

Why do people go on 

pilgrimage and special 

journeys? 

 

What practices and events 

are associated with 

pilgrimage and special 

journeys? 

 

What artistic, symbolic and 

other expressive work is 

Why do Christians call the 

day Jesus died Good 

Friday? 

(UC – Salvation Unit) 

 

WALT suggest what the texts 

about the entry into 

Jerusalem, and the death 

and resurrection of Jesus 

might mean. 

 

WALT Describe how 

Christians show their beliefs 

about Palm Sunday, Good 

Friday and Easter Sunday in 

worship. 

 

WALT Make links between 

the teachings in the Bible 

and life in the world today, 

When Jesus left, what was 

the impact of Pentecost? (UC 

– Kingdom of God Unit)) 

 

WALT: suggest what the 

description of Pentecost in 

Acts 2 might mean. 

 

WALT Make simple links 

between the Day of 

Pentecost, the Holy Spirit and 

the Kingdom of God, and how 

Christians live  

 

WALT Explain some of their 

own ideas as to why 

Pentecost is an important 

feature for Christians. 

 

John Wesley – Warm Hearts. 

(Methodist unit) 

What does it feel like to 

experience God’s presence? 

 

WALT Investigate the concept of 

worship, meditation ad 

reflection 

 

WALT discuss and think about 

our own spiritual views and 

experiences. 
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their own. 

 

• the wider world? 

Within the different groups 

of this faith what are the 

most important similarities 

and key differences? Why 

do they differ? How do they 

seek to work together? 

 

associated with special 

journeys and places? 

 

How might we make a 

record of the impact on 

ourselves of the journeys 

we make and the places we 

visit? 

 

expressing some ideas of 

their own. 

 

 

Skills 
• comment on connections between questions, beliefs, values and practices • describe the impact of beliefs and practices on individuals, groups and communities • describe similarities and 

differences within and between religions and beliefs • gather, select, and organise ideas about religion and belief • suggest answers to some questions raised by the study of religions and 

beliefs  

 

  

Year 5 
What Does it Mean if God is 

Holy and Loving? (UC – God 

Unit) 

 

WALT: Explain connections 

between biblical texts and 

Christian ideas of God, 

using theological terms. 

 

WALT: Make clear 

connections between Bible 

texts studied and what 

Christians believe about 

God; for example, through 

how churches are designed 

and show how Christians 

put their beliefs into 

practice in worship. 

 

WALT: Weigh up how 

biblical ideas and teachings 

about God as holy and 

loving might make a 

difference in the world 

today, and develop insights 

of our own. 

 

Was Jesus the Messiah? (UC 

– Incarnation unit) 

 

 

WALT: Explain the place of 

Incarnation and Messiah 

within the ‘big story’ of the 

Bible.  

 

WALT: Identify Gospel and 

prophecy texts, using 

technical terms 

 

WALT: Show how Christians 

put their beliefs about Jesus’ 

Incarnation into practice in 

different ways in 

celebrating Christmas 

 

WALT: Weigh up how far 

the idea that Jesus is the 

Messiah — a Saviour from 

God — is important in the 

world today and, if it is 

true, what difference that 

might make in people’s lives. 

 

What does it mean to belong 

to a religion? Islam. (AMV) 

 

How might Muslims best 

show their commitment to 

their faith? 

 

How do members of this 

faith celebrate and live out 

their beliefs in: 

• the journey of 

life? 

• their main 

festivals and 

practices? 

• their faith 

communities? 

• the wider world? 

Within the different groups 

of this faith what are the 

most important similarities 

and key differences? Why 

do they differ? How do they 

seek to work together? 

What Did Jesus do to Save 

Human Beings? (UC – 

Salvation Unit) 

 

WALT: Explain what 

Christians mean when they 

say that Jesus’ death was a 

sacrifice. 

 

WALT: Suggest meanings for 

narratives of Jesus’ death/ 

resurrection, comparing our 

ideas with ways in which 

Christians interpret these 

texts. 

 

WALT: Make clear 

connections between the 

Christian belief in Jesus’ 

death as a sacrifice and 

how Christians celebrate 

Holy Communion. 

 

 

WALT: Weigh up the value 

and impact of ideas of 

sacrifice in our own lives 

How can following God bring 

freedom and justice? (UC – 

People of God Unit) 

 

WALT: explain connections 

between the story of Moses 

and the concepts of freedom 

and salvation. 

 

WALT: Make clear connections 

between Bible texts studied 

and what Christians believe 

about being the People of God 

and how they should behave. 

 

WALT: Identify ideas about 

freedom and justice arising 

from our study of Bible texts 

and how far these are 

helpful or inspiring. 

WALT:  Explain ways in 

which some Christians put 

their beliefs into practice by 

trying to bring freedom to 

others.  

 

Why do religious books and 

teachings matter? (AMV) 

 

How do Muslims, Jews and 

Hindus express values and 

commitments in a variety of 

written forms, and how do they 

value those writings? 

 

What different kinds of writing 

and story are there that are 

important to religions and 

beliefs? 

 

Where do the most special kinds 

of writings and stories come 

from? 

 

How do communities show that 

they value special books and 

writings? 
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 and the world today 

Skills 
• explain connections between questions, beliefs, values and practices in different belief systems • recognise and explain the impact of beliefs and ultimate questions on individuals and 

communities • explain how and why differences in belief are expressed. • suggest lines of enquiry to address questions raised by the study of religions and beliefs • suggest meanings for a 

range of forms of religious expression, using appropriate vocabulary 

 

 

Year 6 
What Would Jesus Do? (UC 

– Gospel Unit) 

 

WALT: suggest meanings of 

Gospel texts studied, and 

compare their ideas with 

ways in which Christians 

interpret biblical texts, 

showing awareness of 

different interpretations. 

 

WALT: make clear 

connections between Gospel 

texts, Jesus’ ‘good news’, 

and how Christians live in 

the Christian community and 

in their individual lives. 

 

WALT: relate biblical ideas, 

teachings or to the issues, 

problems and opportunities 

of our own lives and the 

life of our own community 

in the world today. 

 

What do people believe 

about life? (AMV) 

 

What feelings do people 

experience in relation to 

birth, change, death and the 

natural world? 

 

What answers might be 

given by ourselves and by 

religions and beliefs to 

questions about: 

(i) the origin 

and meaning 

of life? 

(ii) our place in 

society and 

the natural 

world? 

What answers might be 

given by ourselves and by 

religions and beliefs to 

questions about: 

(iii) the existence 

of God? 

(iv) the 

experience of 

suffering? 

(v) life after 

death? 

Commitment to Christianity 

(Methodist) 

 

Is it long ago and far away 

or is it here and now? 

 

WALT: express our own 

commitments 

 

WALT: understand the 

meaning of gospel stories 

and how they are put into 

action. 

 

WALT: think about what 

matters in life. 

 

What Did Jesus do to Save 

Human Beings? (UC – 

Salvation Unit) 

 

WALT: Explain what 

Christians mean when they 

say that Jesus’ death was a 

sacrifice. 

 

WALT: Suggest meanings for 

narratives of Jesus’ death/ 

resurrection, comparing our 

ideas with ways in which 

Christians interpret these 

texts. 

 

WALT: Make clear 

connections between the 

Christian belief in Jesus’ 

death as a sacrifice and 

how Christians celebrate 

Holy Communion. 

 

 

WALT: Weigh up the value 

and impact of ideas of 

sacrifice in our own lives 

and the world today. 

 

 

Creation and Science, 

conflicting or complimentary? 

(UC – Creation/fall Unit) 

 

WALT: consider different 

possible meanings for the 

biblical texts studied, showing 

awareness of different 

interpretations. 

 

WALT: make clear connections 

between belief in the 

Kingdom of God and how 

Christians put their beliefs 

into practice in different 

ways, including in worship 

and in service to the 

community 

 

WALT: relate Christian 

teachings or beliefs about 

God’s Kingdom to the issues, 

problems and opportunities of 

our own lives and the life of 

our own community in the 

world today, 

 

What is Important to me? (AMV) 

 

Who am I and what does it 

mean to be human? (Physical 

and non-physical aspects of 

human identity) 

 

Where do I belong? (My school, 

home, family, tradition, cultures, 

organisations including those 

involving religion and belief, 

local community, the UK, the 

global community) 

 

What am I worth? (Beliefs about 

the value of human beings) 

 

How might stories, hymns, 

prayers etc help people 

understand more about 

themselves and their 

relationships? 

 

Skills 
• use religious and philosophical terminology and concepts to explain religions, beliefs and value systems • explain some of the challenges offered by the variety of religions and beliefs • 

explain the reasons for, and effects of, diversity within and between religions, beliefs and cultures. • identify the influences on, and distinguish between, different viewpoints within religions 

and beliefs • interpret religions and beliefs from different perspectives • interpret the significance and impact of different forms of religious and spiritual expression 
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SKILLS AND PROCESSES TO BE DEVELOPED THROUGH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Progression in RE depends upon the development of the following generic learning skills applied to RE. These skills should be used in developing a range of activities 

for pupils to demonstrate their capabilities in RE. They ensure that teachers will move pupils on from knowledge accumulation and work that is merely descriptive to 

higher level thinking and more sophisticated skills.  

Reflection – this includes:  

• Reflecting on feelings, relationships, experience, ultimate questions, beliefs and practices  

Empathy – this includes:  

• Considering the thoughts, feelings, experiences, attitudes, beliefs and values of others  

• Developing the ability to identify feelings such as love, wonder, forgiveness and sorrow  

• Seeing the world through the eyes of others, and seeing issues from their point of view  

Investigation – this includes:  

• Asking relevant questions  

• Knowing how to gather information from a variety of sources  

• Knowing what may constitute evidence for justifying beliefs in religion 

 Interpretation – this includes:  

• Drawing meaning from artefacts, works of art, music, poetry and symbolism  

• Interpreting religious language • Suggesting meanings of religious texts  

 

Evaluation – this includes:  
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• Debating issues of religious significance with reference to evidence and argument  

Analysis – this includes:  

• Distinguishing between opinion and fact  

• Distinguishing between the features of different religions  

Synthesis – this includes:  

• Linking significant features of religion together in a coherent pattern  

• Connecting different aspects of life into a meaningful whole  

Application – this includes:  

• Making the association between religion and individual, community, national and international life 

 Expression – this includes:  

• Explaining concepts, rituals and practices  

• Expressing religious views, and responding to religious questions through a variety of media 


